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Key to species of Hohenbuehelia with dimidiate 
fruiting bodies from western Europe and 
north-eastern North America

  1. Metuloid cystidia lacking in hymenium; pileipellis hyphae 
with amorphous-globular incrustation and sometimes with 
fine tapering spines each tipped with a droplet; spores 
globose or ellipsoid . . .  Resupinatus (not included here)

  1. Hymenial metuloid cystidia present, either projecting and 
visible as a frosting under a hand lens or immersed and 
only visible in microscopic section  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

  2. Pileus reaching 6 cm, dimidiate-orbicular, pearl grey and 
covered with a deep tomentum that forms a reticulate 
pattern of spines. — Ontario and Quebec, south to Costa 
Rica, Europe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. mastrucata

  2. Pileus smaller, or tomentum not forming a reticulum. . . 3
  3. Pileus usually 2 cm or more broad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
  3. Pileus usually less than 1.5 cm broad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
  4. Pileipellis with pileogloeosphexes; pileus whitish to grey, 

pale beige, honey brown, dark brown, sometimes olive 
brown; spores 6.4–8.0 × 3.7–4.5 µm. — Europe, Asia . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. atrocoerulea

  4. Pileipellis without pileogloeosphexes; pileus off-white, pale 
beige to honey brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

  5. Pileus pale beige to honey brown with paler margins, with 
pale to buffy tomentum toward base; spores 6.6–8.1 × 
3.4–4.4 µm. — North America, south to Costa Rica, Eu-
rope . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. grisea

  5. Pileus off-white, with at most fine white tomentum towards 
base; spores 7.0–8.2 × 3.1–3.7 µm. — Costa Rica . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. carlothornii

  6. Lamellae white to cream or off-white when mature . . . . 7
  6. Lamellae darker initially or in development . . . . . . . . . 12
  7. Pileus cupulate, grey-brown to black; lamellae few and dis-

tant, pure white; spores allantoid, 7.2–9.3 × 3.1–4.3 µm. —  
Ontario, Michigan and New York, Europe . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. cyphelliformis 

  7. Pileus dimidiate; lamellae moderately close . . . . . . . . . 8
  8. Pileus pale, straw-coloured to pearl grey. . . . . . . . . . . . 9
  8. Pileus darker, blue-grey to black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
  9. Pileus straw-coloured or pale beige; basidia usually 4-spored;  

spores 6.6–8.1 × 3.4–4.4 µm; small forms previously 
known as H. approximans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. grisea

  9. Pileus pearly grey with deep, translucent gelatinous zone; 
basidia 2-spored, with clamps; spores 8.1–9.9 × 3.8–4.8 
µm. — Newfoundland (Thorn 2014) and Europe. . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. fluxilis*

10. Pileus blue-grey, with whitish to concolourous tomentum 
toward base; on wood of deciduous trees; spores 6.4–8.0 
× 3.7–4.5 µm. — Europe, Asia . . . . . . . . H. atrocoerulea

10. Pileus deep brown to black; on wood of conifers (rarely 
deciduous) trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

11. Pileus glossy black, with fine white tomentum towards base; 
spores 7.5–8.8 × 4.7–5.6 µm. — Ontario . . . . . . . . . . . .
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. algonquinensis

11. Pileus brown to black, finely frosted or with greyish tomen-
tum towards base; spores 6.9–8.0 × 3.6–4.2 µm. — Alberta 
and Ontario . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. canadensis

12. Metuloids immersed; pileus cupulate and remaining so .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

12. Metuloids projecting; pileus cupulate to dimidiate . . . . 14
13. Pileus grey-brown to blackish with silvery tomentum; usu-

ally on hardwood branches; spores 6.3–7.9 × 3.4–4.5 µm. 
— Boreal North America and Europe . . . H. unguicularis

13. Pileus jet black, glossy, with at most scattered fine white 
wisps; on branches of conifers; spores 6.8–8.6 × 3.1–3.9 
µm. — Boreal North America and Europe H. pinacearum

14. On wood of conifers; pileus blackish with pebbly surface 
and coarse yellowish to black tomentum towards base; 
spores 7.4–9.1 × 4.0–5.2 µm. — Alberta and Finland  . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. mustialensis

14. On wood of deciduous trees; pileus less coarsely tomen-
tose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

15. Both pileus and lamellae black; metuloid cystidia trilayered, 
with dark brown middle layer as seen in the microscope; 
spores 6.2–7.7 × 3.7–4.4 µm. — Yukon to Costa Rica, 
Europe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Resupinatus niger

15. Pileus dark greyish brown, finely white-tomentose towards 
base; lamellae at first creamy white then greyish brown; 
spores 6–8 × 3.2–4.4 µm. — Ontario and Wyoming . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. nimueae
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* Mycoportal (mycoportal.org) shows collections under this name from Nova 
Scotia and Ontario in Canada and Florida and South Carolina in USA, but 
several appear conspecific with 2-spored forms of H. grisea such as RGT 
840713/01 (Fig. 1; Thorn & Barron 1986).


